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2019-2021 Housing Committee Report
The 2019-2021 Housing Committee assisted NAHRO staff in drafting and submitting numerous comment letters to the Department of Housing and Urban Development, and assisted NAHRO staff in communicating to the administration and Congress, while also discussing policy topics including the following:


· 60-Day Notice of Proposed Information Collection: Project Based Vouchers (PBV) Online Form Comment Letter;

· Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing Comment Letter;

· Letter to HUD Regarding Suggested COVID-19 Waivers;

· Discussion of the Eviction Crisis Act of 2019;

· Discussion on Human Trafficking definition for Senate staffers;

· Discussion on funding up to a PHA’s ACC units number;

· Discussion on HEROES Act Voucher proposal for new vouchers;

· Discussion on Federal Evictions moratorium; 

· Multiple discussions around COVID-19 topics (waivers, use of funds, etc.);

· Discussion on the CDC Eviction Order;

· Discussion on the MTW Expansion Notice (IHS subcommmittee);

· Discussion of PRRAC reforms to the HCV program (S8 subcommittee);

· Discussion of how PHAs are spending their Operating Funds (PH subcommittee);

· Discussion of the status of PHA inspections (PH subcommittee);

· HOTMA PBV and other streamlining changes rule;

· NSPIRE proposed regulation;

· Proposed FSS rule;

· Table of COVID-19 Waivers to be made permanent;

· Feedback on how the Emergency Rental Assistance Program can be improved;

· Discussions on vaccinating people at PHAs;

· A letter to HUD on how to structure the new Emergency Housing Vouchers--the letter successfully achieved full admin. fee funding, creating a services fee, using enhanced payment standards, allowing security deposit assistance, allowing utility deposit assistance, allowing rental application assistance, allowing the use of landlord incentives, allowing purchasing essential household items (e.g., furniture), allowing initial self-certification of certain information, and using certain other flexibilities;

· The NAHRO Housing committee, along with the Section 8 subcommittee, discussed a universal housing choice voucher proposal and helped to create a first draft of the proposal;

· Feedback to NAHRO staff on Continuum of Care mandatory referral process for emergency housing vouchers;

· The Section 8 subcommittee and the Innovative Housing Solutions subcommittee discussed the Housing Choice Voucher Dashboard;

· The Public Housing subcommittee and the Innovative Housing Solutions subcommittee had discussions on the RAD to Faircloth conversion process;

· The Public Housing subcommittee provided NAHRO staff with feedback on restarting inspections in the use of NSPIRE life-threatening deficiencies for the restart;

· The Innovative Housing Solutions subcommittee asked the general housing committee to take its technology survey and is in the process of looking at the results;

· Choice in Affordable Housing Act;

· Additional discussions on how the Emergency Rental Assistance Program can be improved based on on-the-ground experiences;

· Additional discussions on the latest eviction moratorium affecting counties where there is high or substantial community transmission of COVID;

· Additional Discussion on how Emergency Housing Vouchers were being implemented especially in relation to the CoC;

· The Innovative Housing Solutions subcommittee and the Section 8 subcommittee discussed the Ending Homelessness Act of 2021.

· The Section 8 subcommittee further discussed implementation of Emergency Housing Vouchers;

· The Public Housing Subcommittee discussed the new RAD Faircloth notice, the need for physical needs assessments, and the eviction moratorium.

The Housing Committee provided recommendations for training and capacity building resources by doing the following:

· In July 2020, all three Housing Committee subcommittees provided additional suggestions related to preserving and expanding affordable housing, strategies to improve programmatic effectiveness, and suggestions for potential E-Briefing topics. These suggestions were sent to the Professional Development Committee staff liaison.

· Housing Committee provided suggestions for E-briefing topics on a call on May 14, 2020 to policy staff.

· In July 2020, all three Housing Committee subcommittees provided additional suggestions related to preserving and expanding affordable housing, strategies to improve programmatic effectiveness, and suggestions for potential E-Briefing topics. These suggestions were sent to the Professional Development Committee staff liaison.

· In July 2020, all three Housing Committee subcommittees discussed methods and provided suggestions to NAHRO staff for building and reinforcing partnerships.

Housing Committee members also assisted in improving communication and outreach by doing the following:

· The Housing Committee created liaisons to attend committee meetings for the following:

· Legislative Network;

· Professional Development;

· Small Agency Advisory Committee; and

· Community Revitalization and Development Committee.

· The Housing Committee regularly receives reports on the happenings of the other committees that we have liaisons to.
· The Housing Committee has regular report outs of what is happening in each of the regions.

· By the end of the term, the Housing Committee will have started distributing meeting summaries.

The Housing Committee employed a diversity, equity, and inclusion lens and did the following:

· The Committee commented on the administration’s changes to the Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing rule, including noting that the definition of “affirmatively furthering fair housing” in the proposed rule was too narrow and noting the need for additional funding to ensure robust implementation of the rule.

· The Committee provided information related to the definition of human trafficking to NAHRO staff for Senate staffers.

· July 2020 Discussion with Elizabeth Glenn of the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion advisory committee.

· The Housing Committee heard a presentation from members of the Vera Institute of Justice on increasing access to public housing for people with conviction histories;

· As part of the universal housing choice voucher proposal, the committee discussed three diversity, equity, and inclusion goals; The housing committee discussed universal housing choice vouchers, fair market rents, and a national source of income law;

· The Housing Committee completed its universal housing voucher proposal, which includes its positions on fair market rents and a national source of income discrimination law.

The Committee was joined by the following guest speakers over the course of the term:

· Elizabeth Glenn of the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion advisory committee.

· The Vera Institute of Justice on increasing access to public housing for people with conviction histories.

· Discussion on Mobility – the committee heard three presenters offer their thoughts on mobility. These presenters were Sebi Devlin-Foltz of Opportunity Insights, Jodell (Jodi) Speer of the Seattle Housing Authority and Creating Moves to Opportunity, and Jim Evans of Quadel. 

· The Housing Committee heard a presentation from Lisa Walker of the Housing and Development Law Institute (HDLI).

The Housing Committee created the following informational materials:

· The Housing Committee will have had created a one-pager to explain legislative and regulatory processes by the end of the term.
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