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POWERFUL ADVOCACY
NAHRO’s voice continues to ring loud and 

clear at HUD and on Capitol Hill. In August 2021 
alone, NAHRO members and friends sent more 
than 43,000 letters to Congress and the White 
House to advocate for housing. Our advocacy  
successes include:

•	 $12 billion in HUD funding and regulatory 
waivers in the CARES Act

•	 $6 billion in HUD funding in the HEROES Act
•	 Low Income Housing Tax Credit reauthorization
•	 Increased funding for HUD programs
•	 The Housing is Infrastructure bill passing  

the full House
NAHRO staff and members have also testified in 

front of Congress seven times, and 13 members of 
Congress have spoken to our members. NAHRO 
staff has met regularly with HUD and sent nearly 20 
comment letters to ensure your voices are heard in 
the regulatory process.

Jennifer Keogh, Deputy Executive Director, Minneapolis Public 
Housing Authority, testifies before the Senate Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs Committee on a hearing titled “Safe at Home: 
Preserving and Improving Federally Assisted Housing.”

I’m proud to present this brief summary 
of NAHRO’s work over the past two 
years. The association’s leadership and 
staff have worked hard and adapted 
quickly to help members work through 
the pandemic and other challenges. 
I know I have found NAHRO’s 
information, support and resources 
invaluable, and I hope you have too. 
You’ll find a much more detailed version 
of this report on the NAHRO website at  
www.nahro.org/2021Report. 

I feel incredibly honored and privileged 
to have served as your NAHRO 
President. While we may not have been 
able to greet each other in person as 
much as we would have liked, I am so 
grateful for your support, your strength, 
and your tireless dedication to serving 
your communities. Thank you for 
being powerful advocates, housers, and 
community builders, and thank you for 
your continued support of our venerable 
and beloved NAHRO. We’ve pushed 
through some difficult times, and will 
continue to move forward together.

MOVING 
FORWARD 
TOGETHER

Sunny Shaw
NAHRO President, 2019-21 

CAREER BUILDING
Through COVID-19, NAHRO has continued 

to provide essential information and professional 
development. From 2019-2021, the association  
has provided:

•	 More than 450 online training/technical 
assistance events reaching more than 5,000 
professionals

•	 Five online conferences with more than 2,500 
attendees

NAHRO also continues to invest in your professional 
future with new faculty members, an expanding 
certification program, new course offerings, and the 
revamping of existing training.



PARTNERSHIPS
NAHRO continues to strengthen bonds with local, 

national and international entities, including the Wells 
Fargo Equity Foundation, the Canadian Housing 
and Renewal Association, and more. In addition, the 
NAHRO-LDG Scholars program is now in its third 
year, with a total of ten brilliant students supported 
thus far.

STABILITY
NAHRO is financially healthy. During the 

COVID-19 pandemic, the association pivoted quickly 
from in-person conferences and training to virtual 
events, and successfully applied for both Paycheck 
Protection Program forgivable loan and a grant from 
the Wells Fargo Equity Foundation. 

THOUGHT LEADERSHIP
NAHRO continues to be a respected and 

increasingly influential voice in affordable housing and 
community development. Over the past two years, 
NAHRO leadership and staff were quoted in more 
than 65 local and national media outlets. NAHRO 
also remains on the cutting edge of member and 
stakeholder communications, debuting a new website 
in April 2020 and growing its social media presence 
with a new Instagram account and nearly 6,000 
Twitter followers.

NAHRO also hosted virtual events and members-
only webinars on a variety of topics, including a day-
long symposium on the voucher program.

HEALTHY COMMUNITIES
In February 2020, a new goal was added to 

NAHRO’s strategic plan: advancing diversity, equity, 
and inclusion (DEI) as crucial to healhy communities. 
The association passed a DEI policy framework in 
2021, and is working to expand its offerings in this 
space and integrate DEI issues into its curriculum.

HONORING OUR 
MEMBERS’ ACHIEVEMENTS

805 NAHRO CERTIFIED 

365 AWARDS OF MERIT WINNERS

6 NEW NAHRO FELLOWS

7 INDIVIDUAL AWARDS



NAHRO LEADERSHIP

President	
Sunny Shaw, CME, C-PHM		
Twin Falls Housing Authority (Idaho)

Senior Vice  President
Patricia Wells MPA, CME
Oakland Housing Authority (Calif.)

Vice President | Budget and Administration
Clif C. Martin, PHM, SPHM, CME, CMPO, NAHRO Fellow
Housing Commission of Anne Arundel County (Md.)	

Vice President | Commissioners
Karina Mason Rorris
Housing Alliance and Community Partnerships (Idaho)

Vice President | Community Revitalization and Development
Stacy L. Spann
Midcity (Md.)

Vice President | Housing	
Lisa Ann Garcia, CME, CMVO	
Housing Authority of the City of Austin (Texas)	

Vice President | Int’l Research & Global Exchange
Alan Zais SPHM, PHM
Northern Illinois Regional Affordable Community Housing 

Vice President | Member Services
Denita Johnson
Housing Authority of the City of Durham (N.C.)	

Vice President | Professional Development
Sally Stang, CMVO
City of Wichita Housing and Community Services (Kan.)

Chair | Board of Ethics and Credentialing Trustees                   
Mark Thiele, C-PHM, CME, CMVO, NCC
Houston Housing Authority (Texas) 

Chair | Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Advisory Committee
Elizabeth Scott Glenn
Sustainable Community Development (Md.) 

Chair | Housing  America  Advisory  Committee 
Richard Herrington Jr., CME, CMPO, NCC, PHM, NAHRO 
Fellow	
Housing Authority of the City of Hot Springs (Ark.)

Chair | Legislative Network Advisory Committee	
Jennifer Keogh	
Minneapolis Public Housing Authority (Minn.)	  

Chair | Small Agency Advisory Committee
Andrew Rodriguez
Nampa Housing Authority (Idaho)

Chair | Strategic Planning Advisory Committee 
Senghor A. Manns
Harrisburg Housing Authority (Pa.)  

Leader | Business Partners Council
Cynde Smith
HD Supply (Ga.)

Parliamentarian
G. Matthew Pike
Nan McKay & Assoc., Inc. (Calif.)

Regional President | New England Regional Council 
Anthony J. Vasiliou, PHM, SHM, SPHM
Milford Redevelopment and Housing Partnership (Conn.)

Regional President | Middle Atlantic Regional Council
John T. Mahon, PHM
Housing Authority of the City of Bayonne (N.J.)

Regional President | North Central Regional Council
George Guy
Housing Authority of the City of Fort Wayne (Ind.) 	

Regional President | Southeastern Regional Council 
Mark E. Taylor CPA, SPHM
Charleston Kanawha Housing Authority (W.Va.)

Regional President | Southwest Regional Council
Tonya P. Mabry
Tangipahoa Parish Government
Section 8 Housing (La.) 

Regional President | Pacific Southwest Regional Council
Barbara S. Kauss, PHM
Stanislaus Regional Housing Authority (Calif.) 

Regional President | Pacific Northwest Regional Council
Cupid Alexander
City of Austin (Texas)

Regional President | Mountain Plains Regional Council 
Peter F. LiFari
Maiker Housing Partners (Colo.)

NAHRO Interim Chief Executive Officer
Michael Gerber


